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Home for the Summer  
 Our transition back from Ukraine to our home in 

the Jackson, TN area has gone well. We were 

welcomed at the airport in Memphis by Seth and 

Nathan, and then the next morning Sarah and Jeremy 

came to greet us and spent the day with us. The house 

looked great and the kids actually re-landscaped part of 

our yard! I was amazed! It’s now been four weeks 

since we returned and things seem back to normal 

again. However, I already know our time here is short 

as Mary and I are anticipating our return to both 

Ukraine and Tanzania in less than two months. 

 In the meantime, I’ve been trying to find new 

supporters for the Bear Valley extension schools, and 

have also been teaching Bible classes and doing some 

filling-in teaching and preaching. I do feel the pressure 

of fulfilling the support needed to complete the budget 

for BVBIU in Gorlovka. And that’s what I want to 

complete before we head out again. I know all of our 

schools are in need of funds; however BVBIU doesn’t 

have the financial structure yet to absorb shortages in 

monthly operating costs. If the money is not there, it 

doesn’t get sent. Pictures from the winter of 09 as 

students sat in freezing classrooms in Ukraine are 

reminders of that fact. So I will continue to ask 

brethren to help us shore-up the needed monthly 

support until the task is completed. In the remainder of 

this newsletter, I want to inform you of our tentative 

plans for our next major trips and some special matters 

that pertain to them.  

 The two major events I had scheduled for 2010 

were to work three months in Ukraine in the spring, 

and three months in Tanzania in the fall. The primary 

effort in these trips involves both the BVBIU and CBC 

extension schools. Our first initiative has been 

completed, and we are planning for the second part. 

There are a couple of matters, however, that relate to 

the second trip.  

 As a matter of convenience, I have tacked-on a 

short visit to Ukraine as we make our way this fall to 

Tanzania. It was a logical decision since our route 

takes us through Europe anyway. And the purpose is to 

welcome the new incoming BVBIU students for 

orientation the 31
st
 of August. A week later, CBC 

begins its third set of short courses which I had 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

planned to teach (Sept. 6 – 17). But an important issue 

has arisen that likely will change slightly our schedule. 

 Shortly before we left Ukraine, Terry and Marina 

Harmon’s younger son, Andrew had been diagnosed 

with some type of cysts on his forehead. At first, it 

seemed like it was possibly some type of blood clots 

from typical childhood bumps and bruises. However, 

Andrew cried a lot from apparent pain which caused 

Terry and Marina to have him looked at by a physician 

in Donetsk. From CAT scans, it was obvious that there 

was something more serious going on. After more 

consultation, they decided to leave Ukraine for Denver 

and have him diagnosed more fully at the Denver 

Children’s Hospital. After extensive x-rays and blood 

tests, it appears confirmed that Andrew has a rare 

disease called histiocytosis. In fact, the x-rays revealed 

an additional tumor on the right-side rib cage 

(back) near the shoulder blade. It seems obvious, then, 

that Andrew will have to have chemotherapy possibly 

indefinitely.  

 My first and obvious response is to ask you to 

please remember Andrew in your prayers, as well as 

Terry and Marina, and Andrew’s brother, Timothy. 

Terry has given his life to the Lord in mission work in 

Ukraine with very little compensation. As is typical of 

most missionaries, Terry and Marina have no 

insurance. Fortunately, the hospital is working very 

graciously with them, offering a substantial discount in 

billing with most of the financial burden likely being 

removed by Medicaid. However, your prayers to God 

are what they need most at this time.  

 Now, as to the implications of the matter with the 

Harmons, I now plan to stay two additional weeks in 

Ukraine. I spoke with Terry by telephone and he is 

very supportive of the idea since he originally had 

plans to teach during the first quarter at BVBIU. I am 

already working on my replacement for the two short 

course weeks at Chimala from a couple of very good 

friends of mine in Tanzania – Cy Stafford and 

Christopher Mwakabanje. This will enable Mary and 

me to remain in Ukraine to cover the 1
st
 set of courses 

at BVBIU, and yet allow me to arrive in Chimala to 

begin the fourth quarter at CBC beginning Sept. 20
th
.   

 This may sound complicated or confusing to you, 

but trust me – this is typical scheduling for us 
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extension guys. Once Mary and I arrive at Chimala, we 

will remain there for the full duration of the fourth 

quarter as well as the last set of short courses, and then 

the CBC graduation. Our return date will be sometime 

during the week of Nov. 21
st
.  

 It is always enjoyable to have other Americans 

travel or visit with us while we’re in Chimala. As you 

know, Garry Hill is working semi-full time in Chimala 

as an instructor. He spent about three months in 

Chimala about the same time Mary and I were in 

Ukraine this spring. He came home briefly, and is now 

on location at Beth Shemesh, Israel on his yearly “dig” 
as an official recorder of artifacts. Anticipating that he 

will be returning soon, we hope to finally have that 

time to debrief face-to-face on the events taking place 

at Chimala. But just before he can become settled, in 

July he will be leaving again for Chimala to teach in 

the third quarter. We are so fortunate to have someone 

like Garry who absolutely loves Chimala and the 

wonderful people there.  

 We have a possible visiting preacher coming to 

Chimala to teach if things work out for him. I won’t 

say who it is now until he has more matters finalized. 

However, I can say that one of my co-workers, Denton 

Landon and his wife, Jo are planning to make a trip to 

Chimala for two weeks in November. Denton teaches 

master’s classes for the Bear Valley extension schools, 

and has plans to teach a couple of these courses at 

Chimala. This will be the beginning of our plans to 

begin offering the master’s program at Chimala—

something we have been joyfully anticipating for 

some time. Those of you who know Jo may remember 

her expertise in book-binding. Lord willing, she plans 

to make repairs to the damaged books in the CBC 

library and also teach her skills to others who may be 

interested in learning to do the same. As any of you 

who have ever visited Tanzania know, the books that 

are there live a very hard life. But without our library, 

we would not be able to offer the quality education at 

Chimala that we now have available. And preparing 

people with the gospel so that people can come to 

know Christ is what we’re all about. Right?     Howell 
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